
EDITORIAL. ART, DRAMA.
MUSIC. £to l0ti{ girifttm

r»Ris¦ ,,, \\|> IV TWEIVE PAOES. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20. 101(5.

t FINANCIAL, REAL ESTATE,
AUTOMOBILES.

parts m am» iv. twitfi pagi».

THE FATE OF POLAND.GERMAN PEACE PROPOSALS IN EAST
if the Teutonic Powers Win, Poland
Will Become a Buffer State, Materi¬

ally Enlarged by Accessions
from Galicia and Put Under

a German Protectorate.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "The Great War."
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But turning nose t.. the Polish distric
in Eastern Prnaaia the situation is reí
rJiff« .. \\. tatward from Russian Polai

Polet tivt-rfl.'w Into the Prussian pro
inees OÍ Silesia, Tosen and Kast and We
Prussia. North from Kussian Poland
tary clearly marked tongue of terrltoi
inhabited by Poles stretches up lo tl

and thrust," a wedge between tl
wholly German populations in the nortl
ern portion of East Prussia and hi tl

OÍ (.en«iany west of this Polish pr
jection.
To iestoie to the Poles the districts

S la and Posen und in the southern ha
of Easl Prussia, in that Masurian Lai
region «which was familiar in the Hindei
burg stories of the earlier months of tl
war, would not only destroy the sol
tiarity of the Prussian Kingdom, hut
the Polish districts in West Pru.-sia wei

t Prussia would become
i-land of German-speaking peopli

t off from the »Germanic mainland b
Polish regions in West Pruasi

stretching north along the Vistula to Dai

Again, if the Polish districts in Pos?
.. Igned to the new Poli.-h kingdon
another arm of Polish tcrritor

project für westwari into German
and approach within legs than l.'.O mile
of «Berlin. 1 'inally, the Sile.-dan district
vhich are populated by the Pole», «-f r-.-««'

to the Oder and include the most high]
mineralized districts of Eastern ('ermanv

Looking backward, it will he recalle
that in the first partition of Poland, i

1772, Frederick the Gnat played the "hon
est broker," «-akin«; for himself only tha
Netze district which is the political riam

for the Polish peninsula stretching tiort

olely t«. unite East Prussi,
with *he i*e**rl of the Brandenburg estai«

.* Congress of Vienna the Prussia
monarch of that time managed to save fo
his country from the wreck of the Polls!

(.iiand Duchy of Posen.

The True Obatacle.

It will be seen, then, that the main diih

jculty in the pathway of a complete reaton
it ion of Poland i« found «in the unfortunat«

.commingling of (.ierman and Slav popu
- in Eastern Prussia. Austria couh
Galicien Poland and Russia CO'il«

surrender »Russian Poland without in an«,

Way affecting the unity of their r«. maini'i«.

territories ;«nd without in the smali-'sl
mearan affecting their own military 01

political unity.
Hut if Germany «should surrender a!

the lands which are populated by Pole*
and pos .»es sed by Prussia, she would actu¬

ally break Prussia into two parts anc

Illy impair the «situation of Silesia
in relation to the rest of Northern Prus-
sia. In a word, the partition of Poland
in the eighteenth century gave Austria

¡and Russia some outlying territory oí

coi liderable value, but not vital tc

their unity or safety, while it actually
permitted Prussia t«. achieve her own

unity.
To undo the work of the Coilgl*ess of

Vienna, which only rearranged the di¬
visions made in the three partitions, would

mean to break up Prussia, and it would

¡logically lead, not to the reparation of

2,000,-OM Germans in Baal and West

Prr.asia from the main Germanic mass, but

¡tc their ultimate absorption into a Slav

r-tate, since they would lie between the

of th« »Pol«S and the Baltic.

Bismarck foresaw this and left behind

many words, of warning. Bulow and the

present Kaiser have both labored to Ger-

jmanize the mass of Poles, between three

land lour millions, along the ea-ten.

marche**. But despite all sorts of land

laws and other brutal and tyrant.ou-.

method th.- oBoti of Um Pros Ian rtati

to dispose of the Poli.-h problem has failed,

and the Pol« - have steadily gained ground
in i a urn Germany.

I; i- ri,... tam that if Germany wins

tha meant to deal srlth the problem a*-

¡. whole .vi in»- eoiMjsjorod all of Rut-

sian Polaii'l, and her arnnea occupy thid.

THE POLAND OF THE POLES.
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Shaded portion shows the regions in Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia inhabited by Poles.

region and much Russian territory
jrond the Pu*.-, l'y her aid Austria Y

won the victory she hoped for in Ih«1 B

kan.-, and Serbia and Montenegro are

her mercy, ami the hegemony of the B.
kan- will be assured to the Hupsbui,
unless the fortune of war material
changes.
Germany accordingly plans t«. ask An

tria to cede the Polish districts of ('alie

to the new Polish state; .-he means to ta]

the Polish districts of Russia. So f;,r t!

problem is «impie. But what i.« she gob
to do with her own P<iles? No one know

and no answer to the question is at pre

;°nt possible. Hut it is safe to forocai

(that a victorious Germany will no

bent to restore, even to a protected Polar.«

the Netze district or any considerable poi

tion of Posen or Sile-ia.

Yet the creation of this Polish kingdee
will bring its own perils. The real .-af'-t

for Prussia has lain heretofore in the f«M

that both her neighbor-, who shared in th

work of destroying Poland, have had th

same reasons as she lia« ha«l for laborini

to prevent tho Poles from realiiing the!

aspirations. Russian, Prussian and Au«

tnan armies have more than once co

operated to subdue Polish insurrections
and th" three robber states have beer

united by a common self-Lntere-t ir

thwarting Polish patriotism.
Put once Russia and Austria have lost

their Poli.-h provinces neither will be con¬

cerned to help Germany retain hers. Rus¬

sia mo.-t certainly will he.iccforth be pie

parod to take advantage <'f any Polish
disaffection to intervene, either to replace
Germany as the protestor of Poland or

else to complete the work of Polish libera
Ition by freeing the Prussian Poles and

rounding out the Polish kingdom by add

(ing to it the 2,000,'iOU of Germans in the

I sat, who ai M Island in the MO

Polish Slav- and a barrier between Polar
and her natural expansion t.. the sen.

Even if Russia ta foi ¦ long time ui

Éble to thhe up the fight there will be
Polish problem. A state «if 17,000,0(1
people, m rupying a well defined and horn«*

fsneoui country, will inevitably tend t

st-e-k absolute freedom. They will als
look e»ver the German frontier« to ih
millions of Polos still separated from th

ma«s of their fellow countrymen and fin
In their wrongs new ground for hatred o

th«* Prussians. Further, the tendency o

the Slavs to push we.«t and drive tl... Get
mans before them, a thoroughly peacefn
form of invasion, will be redoubled who«
Poland has all become s German pre
tectorate and only imaginary frontiers «li

vide them from the Bileslan and Pose«
district*.

It i» clear, then that the freeing ol
Poland will at once bring grave danger
to Germany; it may sasily be the first
step in the «-«ries which will thrust bad
the German in the Bait and rai a B new

Slav state in the valleys of the Oder, th«:

Vistula and the Pug and along th.« Baltic
from Powerania to the Nieroei

A Buffer Sute

But \\h«tt io the alternative.' The east¬
ern frontier of Germany has always teen

an open frontier. The r«'a! menace to

the Germa': race in the future has always
been mcngnliml bf German statesmen to

lie in the East. Russia, whose popula¬
tion i« sxpanding by millions every dec¬

ade, and i« ahva<iy nearly three times

that of Germany, will in tl.<. "MEt half

century outstrip Gorman] bj leaps and
bounds, o far us number- uro conceroed.
BorSM time there mu-t come that groa«
Russian awakening signs of which ha.e

already be ««n descried .'. many -ince this

war began.
Already Russia has proclaimed that her

mis-don is to free the Slavs of lOurope, the

Southern Slavs of the Adriatic, the Kn-

ern Slavs of »Bohemia and the Carpathia
regions of Hungary. Pan-Slavism is on th
rnareh and, despite all the talk «aboul Bril
ih rivalry an*i French desire for reveng
every (ierman knows that the real is->w

of til,- war lief between the Slav ami th
Teuton. Th»' world is at war «because Rui
sia in.-isteil upon her right to uphold th

S, rbian Slav Ogainsl the Austrian «1er

r tan ami the Hungarian »Magyar.
If Germany can now detach the Pok

from the Slavonic block, it' Austria cai

i.ti.t the Serb to her Other Southern Slav
and bind them to the Hapsburg «hi one, a

the P* lei are to be bound to the Hoher.
collera car and «he Bulgarians ore airead*
united '" th'- Central Powers, then Pan

¦Slavism will cease to be a (intent force am

.¦ permanent menace tn the Tout »3s
twet-n the Germans and the mayi mass jI

tl.«- Slav» will Ifa the Poli-h .-täte, bounc
t. the »German Empire by bonds of eco

nomic and political character. On ht

open frontier Gennany «.«.ill have a buffet
»tale, «rhoee armies will be at her wrviee.

Su« h ia the German ronrop-tton; it ha*
its .strong poitits; it has it obvio ..- perils.
German effort.-, m Alsace Lorraine have
tot demonstrated that 'be (ierman pns-
aor-s»'-* any groat genius for dealing with

subject race-; the Pubs of f\i.»»-ii have
never borne willing testimony on '..-'nal!"

of their Pru---iaii master.-. In raising un

-t n ¡'pli p..,dent Poland (ierman;,- nuy

rai-e up a war! «TaT-OOS OttO «ambitions a

few years hence vrill imperil German
unity. But this risk the (ierman- seem

prepared to take. They «SOS '.he. Ku*-*-ian

menac.* in the near future «and they an

Content to believe that they will 'ne abb
to transform Poland into a useful and
-;. «iit-nt «servant.

If Ruiiii Win»

Let ui «BOW con-ider tlie ittthoi
bility. If Rus-ia wins, then we are bou.id
'o believe that the Czar will, m some meas-

OTO at least, beek to redeem the promise:
mude to the Pole« at the outset of the war

He will unquestionably take from the Au-
trians not merely Polir-h Galicia, but il
Galicia, which h«' has once held in Ml
hands and only lost alter many month.«

of occupation. It ta reasonable to expect
that the Polish districts west of th" Bai
will l»e added to the present Russian Po¬
land. So far Russia will follow the Ger¬
man plans.

Put what of the Po!e< in Ptttn, in
East, and West Prussia, in Silesia? There-
can be no mistaking the answer. If

3,000,000 Pole» are now held under Prus-
.-.''an tyranny, and i' is tyranny «¡uite as

severe M the Russian, then is there any
.1 on why. given B Slav victory, the hap-
Ine i of 2,000,000 Germans slr-ould not

be subordinated to the unity of *.h«' whole
Polish race'.'

It' the ('.'entrai l'ower.«. aie completely
beaten, if the A'.he«, impost {.heir will upon
the German and Austrian rations, then it
i s safe gusts that East and West Prus¬
sia, Potto and considerable districts in

i will be added to the present Ru¬
cian Kirigdon. of Poland, to which th^re
will be also added the Austrian province
of West Galicia. This would make a state
of nearly 10i»,.)e)0 sqiiare .ones and having
a population of close to ..¦">,UÚO.Ouo, more

than four-fifths of whom would be Poles.
Such a state would tace ties Paltic from
the shorts west of Danzig to the mouth
of the Niemen, east of KosaigtbtTg, and
both the citie« would be included in its
tx undaries.

At most -.me :.,oim,.i)ih) i.erman« wouii
be i:.dueled in this Slav .-»taPe, if they were

not swept out during the Russian advance,
¦I the inhabitant.« of Ka^t Prn-da WtTC
driven btfttt the Rutsit inva.-ion.- of
1914 and 1010. Actually the German.«
v.oul«! be forced back fron the Vistula
and the work of the Teutonic Knights ,n

the districts of East Prussia woul¿ be

If AlliesWin,theOld
Polish Kingdom
Will Be Reborn
Under Russian

Control.
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undone. The ,<|av frontier, whether Po¬
land were Russian «*r (ir.; would ap¬
proach Berlin and halt less than 110 miles
from the German capita!.

A Free Poland

Such a llatc might for »onie years re¬

main a Russian protectorate, but it i*»
pretty clear that at some time it would
assert its own independence and it might-
then find support from Germany and from
Austria-Hungary, because it would become
a real buffer -¡täte and a true bulwark
against the Russian«*. Conceivably it
might seek an alliance with the Czechs of
B'«hernia, and two Slav state.-, independent
of Russian influence, hut freed from Gor¬
man tyranny, whether Hoher.¿u]lern or

Hapsburg, might occupy Central Europ-.
But a free Bohemia, like a ïree Polani,

would mean the submerging of .some mil¬
lions of Germans in a Slav region, n
which they are maintained by the political
supremacy of their race in the country
a» a whole. The problem of the Sla -»

west of the Carpathian.-« would also >*

raised. But it is unnecessary to extend
the discussion of the other Sla".' question,
here.
What it is essential to note ¡-- that the

fate of the Poles i«, now hardly to «.

settled by this war without a very m.i«

u rial change in their e»tate. It is wholly
ii.conceivable that Poland, after the war,
will be the same thing it was before; that
the three r agr.,-1*' . -epai »tad h\ lit
three Paitiu«*!*. Treaties ami by «he taper«
vening agreement in the Congres- ti,
Vienna, «rill -till be separated by artificial
frontier and by three separat, allegiances.

Ii" .Germany Wins, if the Germans ar«.

able to have their way in the East, Whila
consenting to 0 restoration .«f the an7o-
bellum condition.s in the West, a.-* th"y
stem willing to do now, then Austrian ami
Russian Poli.-h population | arc likely t«>

¡be united into a state under (i-erman «son*»
ItroL To this may be added some »¡null
!'i..-trict- now Prussian which have ¦ nu-

¡jority of their population Poli-h. B IfJ
there can be no actual ic*-t«or«ition of Po¬
lland tinder German àixtxtiotu because thii
srould entail an actual destruction of Pru-«
sian unity and undo the work of 1'red-

jerick the (ireat.
But if the Allies win and Russia lui

her way in *ahe Eait.a way that will
not be llfspoead by any Of her allie- -th< i

there will be ¦ real Po'.i.-h restoration
under «Russian protection, and there will
Ibe added to Ru.-.-ian I'tiland the Galician

¡districts west of the San and the Prut-sian

Iprorinces of »Poeen, EatH and «Veal Prua-
;sia and a portion of the Province »f
Silesia. Socm ifiOOflQQ "wople, eon

[ably mote than half Slavs, vmII be tak. i

[from Prussia and added to the new l'o«

land, which will remain a Rustían, pe
rectorat.' for the total few years at lea.<-t.

But eitht-r way the Polen stand to n.ak-j

«some |HOgress toward a national réinté¬
gration. A Biifrian victory would, fro-71
their point of view, conceivably five them
the greatest prolit. But it should be recog¬
nized that it i- tie Austriaas who hav.a
troatad the Poles with the greatest con¬

sideration. Linder the Prussiaas and "Jsa
i'lissians the Polish rafferings hav, b< -i

about the -»ame. but the HapsblWgS hav«'.
no inore loyal -ubjec's than the Pole.s tat
»Galicia. The-.,« Poles have no desire t<»

ex. hange Austrian tor German or Rj->
sian rule. This makes one more complica¬
tion. But if they are added, either to «a

Prussian or .. Pro.-dan Poland, they ar«

bound to be erne the dominating force an-l
to be the real architects of a new Poli-dr.
.edifice.

Terrible a- have been the Poli*«h suffer¬
ings -a, far in the war. it is now incon-
I .4 that they should not profit by tho

conflict. Th" only thing that they hav.»

actually to «Sons is that the war may eui
in a complete draw and the status quo
arte be re.-tored in the Last. This *<a*oljl«l
!but postpone the day of settlement of th«

IPolish sjBBMtioa an«! leaee ttuaaa with xtaat

loi its gravest probtenas -«ill to in- disposed
of. A German victorv woubl be prefera¬
ble to this, but a Russian «rtctory, with the

reconstruction of a I'Vi-di -tat.- including
all the dis»rut- popula'..-«i by Polea ami
MM «i he Gerusaa inhabited «li-tri.ts be-

Itween the Baltic and the present region of
Rus-ian Poland, would «perhaps be the *»olu-

;ti,«n mo.-t to U* de.-a.retl. Kven this wotald
|be b*r a st«"p «toward the complete freeii,"»
of Poland, but it would be a long ctep.


